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Some twenty-five years ago Dr. I. W. B. NYE inaugurated a revisional work of the 
genus Prophantis WARREN, 1896, type-species: Botys octoguttalis FELDER & 
ROGENHOFER, 1875, shortly after having been appointed a science officer of the 
Department of Entomology at the British Museum (Natural History). Before 
completion of his study on that genus, however, and until his retirement in 1984, he had 
had to devote all his energies to the preparation of manuscripts of “The Generic 
Names of Moths of the World”, a monumental work in the field of taxonomy of moths. 
Inevitably many new species of Prophantis are still left unpublished. This paper was 
prepared in order to validate one of his manuscript names under permission of Dr. 
NYE, with the great assistance of Mr. M. SHAFFER of the same Department. 

I am deeply grateful to Dr. NYE and Mr. SHAFFER for their kind offices. My 
thanks are also due to the following donors of the specimens recorded hereinafter : S. 
AZUMA, K. JINBO, A. KAWAZOE, Y. KISHIDA, A. SEINO and H. TOSHIMA. 


Prophantis adusta sp. nov. 


Thliptoceras octoguttale: WILEMAN, 1911, Trans. ent. Soc. Lond. 1911: 383, nec FELDER & 
ROGENHOFER. 

Ischnurges octoguttalis : SHIBUYA, 1928, J. Fac. Agric. Hokkaido Imp. Univ. 22: 252, pl. 9: 11; 
SHIBUYA, 1929, J. Fac. Agric. Hokkaido Imp. Univ. 25: 197, nec FELDER & ROGENHOFER ; 
GYOTOKU, 1982, Japan Heterocerists’ J. 118: 290. 

Prophantis octoguttalis : INOUE, 1982, Moths of Japan 1: 350; 2: 236, pl.41: 30, nec FELDER & 
ROGENHOFER. 


A close relative of P. octoguttalis (FELDER & ROGENHOFER), but separated from it 
as follows: 

Marginal orange band on both wings much broader, on hindwing its width at the 
middle as long as or longer than the distance between postmedian line and inner 
margin of the band, while in octoguttalis the distance between postmedian line and inner 
margin of the band is much narrower, on forewing the four hyaline spots usually 
larger, but sometimes as small as in octoguttalis, the two obliquely placed spots are 
almost or completely connecting, but in octoguttalis they are separated well at vein, 
hindwing very often exhibits a hyaline spot at outside of cell. 

d genitalia. Valva much broader than in octoguttalis, cornuti represented by 
straight double thorns, the longer one is nearly the length of aedeagus and the shorter 
one has basal half expanded, while in octoguttalis the double cornuti much shorter and 
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Figs. 1-4. Prophantis spp. 1. Prophantis octoguttalis (FELDER & ROGENHOFER), & ; 2. Ditto, 9. ; 
3. Prophantis adusta sp. nov., paratype & ; 4. Ditto, paratype .. 


more slender, strongly curved. 

2 genitalia. Colliculum is not clear, corpus bursae at its caudal part much broader 
than in octoguttalis. 

In general Japanese specimens secured in spring are larger than those collected in 
summer, some of the latter specimens being as small as octoguttalis from Borneo and 
Amboina. 

Type-series. In the collection of British Museum (N. H.): Holotype à, New 
Guinea: Papua, Hydrographer Mts., 2500 ft, i. 1918 (EICHHORN Bros.) (genitalia slide 
no. 6289). Paratypes. Data as holotype, 1 9. Papua: Biagi, Mambare R., 5000 ft, iii- 
iv. 1906, 1 6, 1 9 (A. S. MEEK); Kumusi R., low elevation, viii. 1907, 1 € (A. S. MEEK) ; 
Milne Bay, ii. 1899, 1 & (A. S. MEEK) ; Mafulu, 4000 ft, xii 1933, 1 9 (L.E. 
CHEESMAN); Upper Aroa R., ii. 1903, 1 6 (A. S. MEEK). Irian Jaya: Arfak 
Mountains, 4000 ft, ii — iii. 1909. 1 9 (C. B. PRATT): Waigeo: Camp Nok, 2500 ft, iv - 
v. 1938, 2 9. (L. E. CHEESMAN). Bismark Archipelago: New Ireland, xi. 1923, 2 9. (A. 
F. EICHHORN). D'Entrecasteaux Is.: Goodenough I., 2500 —- 4000 ft, iii- iv. 1913, 1 3, 
2 9 (A. S. MEEK). Louisiade Archipelago: Mt. Riu, 2000 ft, Sudest I., iv. 1916, 2 3,5 
2 (EICHHORN Bros.) ; Mt. Rossel, 2100 ft, Rossel I., xii. 1915- i. 1916, 1 3,3 € (W.F. 
EICHHORN). Solomon Is.: Florida I., i. 1901, 1 6, 1 2 (A. SS MEEK). New Hebrides: 
Red Crest, 3 mls N. E. of Anelgauhat, 1200 ft, Aneityum, 1 & (L. E. CHEESMAN). Fiji: 
Viti Levu, Vunindawa, 5. ii. 1932, 19 (H. PHILLIPS) Australia: Townsville, 
Queensland, 4. iii. 1901, 1 € (F. P. D) ; Cedar Bay, south of Cooktown, Queensland, 2 & 
(A.S. MEEK). Sri Lanka: Kandy, 1 € ; Pundaluoya, iv. 1896- iv. 1898, 3%. 4 9 
(MACKWOOD); Haptale, vii. 1902, 1 à (MACKWOOD); Gampola, v- vii. 1897, 2 € 
(MACKWOOD) ; no data, 1892, 1 & (DONCASTER); no data, 1 &. India: Karwar, 11. ix. 
- 1. x. 1925, 5 &, 5 9 (T. B. BELL); Karwar, x. 1895, 1 3 (DAVIDSON); Karwar, bred, 
14. ix. 1909, 3 2 (MAXWELL); Sikkim, 1889, 1 & (O. MOLLER); Sikkim, 4000 ft, ix. 
1895, 1 & (B. M); Assam, no data, 1 & ; Khasia Hills, ii. 1894 - vii. 1896, 188, 19 ; 
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Figs. 5 - 8. Prophantis spp., male genitalia. 5. Prophantis octoguttalis (BM Pyral. 6226) ; 6. Ditto, 
aedeagus, greatly magnified; 7. Prophantis adusta (H. I. slide 11557); 8. Ditto, aedeagus, 
greatly magnified. 


Cherrapunji, x - xi. 1895, 3 3 ; Shillong, 4 à. Thailand: Kum Puang Creek, 25. i. 1928. 
1 & (T. D. A. COCKERELL). Malaysia: Government Hill, 1000 ft, Penang, v. 1898, 1 8? 
(CURTIS); Rengas, Padang, 16 ; Kuala Lumpur, 5-16. iv. 1931, 2 9 (H.M. 
PENDLEBURY); Jor Camp, 1800 ft, Padang, Batang, Perak, 2. iii. 1924 & 27. v. 1923, 2 
3 (H. M. PENDLEBURY). Indonesia: Sumba, below 2000 ft, ii. 1896, 1 8& (W. 
DOHERTY); Dili, Portugese Timor, v. 1892, 1 3, 2 9 (W. DOHERTY); Dammer, 30. xi. 
1898, 1 3 (H. KUHN); Java, bred, vii. 1931, 1 3 (H. KUHN); Pontianak, Kalmantan, 1 
9 (ANDRÉ); Pulo Laut, Kalimantan, 1 & (W. DOHERTY). Philippines: Montalban, 
Rozal, Luzon, 28. iv. 1914, 1 & (A. E. WILEMAN) ; Klondyke, 800 ft, Benguet, Luzon, 14. 
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Figs. 9-12. Prophantis spp., female genitalia. 9. Prophantis octoguttalis (BM Pyral. 6267) ; 10. 
Ditto, signum, greatly magnified; 11. Prophantis adusta (H.l.slide 11558); 12. Ditto, 
signum, greatly magnified. 


v. 1912, 1 & (A. E. WILEMAN). Taiwan: Kanshirei, v. & 6. vii. 1908, 2 9 (A. E. 
WILEMAN); Takow, 11- 18, viii. 1904, 2 9 (A. E. WILEMAN). Japan: Chiran, Prov. 
Satsuma, Kyushu, 7. viii. 1895, 1 &' (A. E. WILEMAN); Yoshino, Prov. Yamato, 984 ft, 
26. viii. 1899, 1 3 (A. E. WILEMAN) ; Sakurabuchi Park, Shinshiro, Aichi Pref., 30. VI. 
1955, 1 à (S. KWAN). In H.INOUE collection from Japan and Taiwan: Shikoku: 
Kokubunji, Kagawa Pref., 29. iv. 1968. 1 € (H. TOSHIMA). Yakushima Is.: Kurio, 6, 
viii. 1956, 1 9 (K. JINBO). Amami-Oshima Is. : Shinmura, 21. vii. 1954, 1 & (S. H., S. U. 
& T. E); Yuwandake, 7. viii. 1961, 1 8, 1 2 (A. KAWAZOÉ) ; ditto, 6 & 8. vii. 1968. 4 
9. (Y. KISHIDA). Tokunoshima Is.: Mikyo, 24-25. vii. 1963, 1 & (H.INOUE). 
Okinoerabujima Is. : Oyama, 28 - 29. vii. 1963, 1 3 (H. INOUE). Okinawa Is.: Yona, 22. 
v. 1976, 3 9 (S. AZUMA); Terukubiyama, Kunigamison, 14-15. viii. 1980, 1 & (A. 
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SEINO). Ishigakijima Is.: Banna, 5. viii. 1973, 1 à (S. AZUMA). lriomotejima Is.: 
Kanmebara, 6. ix. 1969. 1 2 (S. ASUMA). Taiwan: Sun-Moon Lake, Nantou Hsien, 14. 
vii. 1964, 1 9 (H. INOUE). 

Host-plant: Gardenia jasminoides Ellis (Rubiaceae). 

Distribution. India, Sikkim, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines, 
New Guinea, Bismarck & Luisiade Archipelago, Solomon Islands, Australia, Taiwan, 
Japan. 

At present this species is not known from the continental China, but a female 
illustrated by WANG, 1981, in ICON. Heteroc. Sinic. 1: 88, pl. 20: 550, as Thliptoceras 
octoguttale seems to belong to this species. 


ii ze 


AVY Fer hZ THIEL 5D Prophantis BO 1 if&C 1 VR, 24223880 GE E 
TE) 


A GERA) DP ORRIIBICDAT AYY RY 7 24 r Prophantis octoguttalis (FELDER & 
ROGENHOFER) è kiA TOZA GFE, 1982, RORKEERUSUKEQ 1: 350; 2: 236, pl. 41: 30), SMRT 
b HERMES FEBS OFZRE C4, BEWE octoguttalis LEIT 5 0-6, P. adusta INOUE E v5 MME UL CHK 
Lik, PYRY A438, TYP eF-AbFVTWROLDHECHSS, RIFEDI Irv OR 
RENSTCEMMSHTWOA (3798, 1982, RAGE 188: 290), 
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